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This course is designed to build knowledge about theories of modernity, with emphasis on modern 
families. Thus, it combines some core theories of modernity (Giddens, Bourdieu, Foucault), with key 
theoretical debates about families and intimate relationships (economics and economic sociology, gender, 
race, class), and social change (development and new family forms). 

 

Schedule and readings 

 

Part 1: Modernity 

Week 1, January 26: Introduction 

 Cohen, Philip N. 2020. The Family: Diversity, Inequality, and Social Change (3nd edition). New 
York: W. W. Norton & Company. Chapter 1, “A Sociology of the Family.” [Available here] 

 Cohen, Philip N. 2018. Enduring Bonds: Inequality, Marriage, Parenting, and Everything Else That 
Makes Families Great and Terrible. University of California Press. Chapter 1, “Modernity, 
Parenting, and Families.” [Available here] 

Week 2, February 2: What is modernity? 

 Giddens, Anthony. 1990. The Consequences of Modernity. John Wiley & Sons 

Week 3, February 9: Modern relationships 

 Giddens, Anthony. 1993. The Transformation of Intimacy: Sexuality, Love, and Eroticism in Modern 
Societies. 1st edition. Stanford University Press. 

Week 4, February 16: Habitus and field 

 Bourdieu, Pierre. 1998. Practical Reason: On the Theory of Action. Stanford University Press. 

Week 5, February 23: Discipline 

 Foucault, Michel. 2012. Discipline & Punish: The Birth of the Prison. Knopf Doubleday Publishing 
Group. 

Part 2: Families 



Week 6, March 2: U.S. family history 

 Coontz, Stephanie. 2016. The Way We Never Were: American Families and the Nostalgia Trap. 
Revised edition. New York: Basic Books. 

Week 7, March 9: Status and identity 

 Dow, Dawn. 2019. Mothering While Black. Oakland, California: University of California Press. 

Week 8, March 16: New families 

 Pugh, Allison J. 2015. The Tumbleweed Society: Working and Caring in an Age of Insecurity. New 
York, NY: Oxford University Press. 

Week 9, March 30: Same-sex marriage 

 Rosenfeld, Michael J. 2021. The Rainbow after the Storm: Marriage Equality and Social Change in 
the U.S. Oxford, New York: Oxford University Press. 

Population Association of American conference, no seminar meeting 

Week 10, April 13: Time and the pandemic 

 Kunisch, Sven, Blagoy Blagoev, and Jean M. Bartunek. 2021. “Complex Times, Complex Time: The 
Pandemic, Time-Based Theorizing and Temporal Research in Management and Organization 
Studies.” Journal of Management Studies 58(5):1411–15. doi: 10.1111/joms.12703 (Links to an 
external site.). 

 Levrini, Olivia, Paola Fantini, Eleonora Barelli, Laura Branchetti, Sara Satanassi, and Giulia 
Tasquier. 2021. “The Present Shock and Time Re-Appropriation in the Pandemic Era.” Science & 
Education 30(1):1–31. doi: 10.1007/s11191-020-00159-x (Links to an external site.). 

 Rebughini, Paola. 2021. “A Sociology of Anxiety: Western Modern Legacy and the Covid-19 
Outbreak.” International Sociology 36(4):554–68. doi: 10.1177/0268580921993325 (Links to an 
external site.). 

Part 3: Progress 

Week 11, April 20: Economic sociology of intimacy 

 Zelizer, Viviana A. 2009. The Purchase of Intimacy. Princeton University Press. 

Week 12, April 27: Modernity, development, and demography (reading list may be revised) 

 Thornton, Arland. 2001. “The Developmental Paradigm, Reading History Sideways, and Family 
Change.” Demography 38 (4): 449–65. doi:10.2307/3088311 

 Greenhalgh, Susan. 2003. “Science, Modernity, and the Making of China’s One-Child 
Policy.” Population and Development Review 29 (2): 163–96. 

 Johnson-Hanks, Jennifer. "Demographic Transitions and Modernity." Annual Review of 
Anthropology 2008 37:1, 301-315. https://sci-
hub.se/10.1146/annurev.anthro.37.081407.085138 (Links to an external site.).  



 Lesthaeghe, Ron. 2014. “The Second Demographic Transition: A Concise Overview of Its 
Development.” Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 111(51):18112–15. 
doi: 10.1073/pnas.1420441111 (Links to an external site.). 

Week 13, May 4: Decoupling, families, and modernity 

 Stacey, Judith. 2011. Unhitched: Love, Marriage, and Family Values from West Hollywood to 
Western China. New York University Press. 

 


