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Syllabus 

Family Demography, Sociology 653, Spring 2021 

 

Philip N. Cohen 

 

This course is designed to build knowledge on the key theories, empirical patterns, and 
contemporary debates in the study of family demography, with lesser attention to methodology. 
(This course may pair well with another seminar, Families and Modern Social Theory.) 

Policies 

Academic integrity. Students must be familiar with the UMD Code of Academic Integrity 
(http://president.umd.edu/sites/president.umd.edu/files/documents/policies/III-100A.pdf). In this 
course there is zero tolerance for academic dishonesty.  

Discussion. We will discuss course readings and related material, as well as current events, 
social issues, and politics. Everyone is free to express personal opinions and disagree with 
others, including the professor – just raise your hand. All discussion must be polite and 
respectful, and differences of opinion are tolerated. I will work to ensure the classroom is a safe 
space for all of use to participate freely. Please let me know if you have any concerns or 
suggestions for accomplishing this. 

Difficult subjects. The content of this course may include topics that are difficult for some people 
to confront or discuss. As the professor, I cannot anticipate what those topics are, or who will be 
affected, but I can be sensitive and work with students who let me know of their needs. If there is 
a topic you are unable to discuss or need to be warned about, please notify me so we can make 
appropriate arrangements for your work. We will endeavor to be sensitive and considerate. 
However, we cannot prevent all students from being exposed to topics or ideas that they find 
objectionable or offensive. 

Universal learning 

The principle of universal learning means that our classroom and our interactions should be as 
inclusive as possible. Your success in this class is important to me. If there are circumstances 
that may affect your performance in this class, please let me know as soon as possible so that we 
can work together to meet both your needs and the requirements of the course. Students with 
particular needs should contact the UMD Disability Support Service 
(http://www.counseling.umd.edu/DSS/), which will forward the necessary information to me. 
Please do it now instead of waiting till late in the semester. 

Assignments 

Presentation. Each student will give one presentation on one of the readings during the semester. 
This should be 10-15 minutes, including a few minutes summarizing, and then critical reflection 
and suggesting discussion questions. 
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Weekly writing. Write a 250/500-word response memo each week, addressing one or more of the 
readings. Do not summarize the readings. Offer a critical comment, question, or further 
reflection from the readings. These are due to be posted on ELMS by Tuesday at 5pm each 
week. 

Thought papers. Students will write three more elaborate thought papers engaging the readings 
from the previous weeks. These exploratory essays will be approximately 2000 words, and make 
a critical argument, offering a hypothesis to explore, or making empirical connections between 
the course material and other research, bringing in some sources from outside the course. This is 
a chance for you to explore your own work in relation to the concepts and research in the course. 

Evaluation 

Evaluation will be based on participation (33%), weekly writings (33%), and exploratory essays (33%). 
Final scores of 90% or more get A's, 80-89% get B's, below 80% get C's. 

 

SCHEDULE 

 

January 27 

Introduction 

Cohen, Philip N. 2021. “The Pandemic and The Family.” Supplement to The Family: 
Diversity, Inequality, and Social Change (3e). New York: W. W. Norton & Company. 
https://umd.instructure.com/files/60730999/.  

February 3 

Theoretical perspectives in demography 

Bianchi, Suzanne M. 2014. “A Demographic Perspective on Family Change.” Journal of 
Family Theory & Review 6 (1): 35–44. https://doi.org/10.1111/jftr.12029. (preprint: 
http://europepmc.org/backend/ptpmcrender.fcgi?accid=PMC4465124&blobtype=pdf). 

Sigle, Wendy. 2016. “Why Demography Needs (New) Theories.” In Changing Family 
Dynamics and Demographic Evolution: The Family Kaleidoscope, edited by Dimitri 
Mortelmans, Koenraad Matthijs, Elisabeth Alofs, and Barbara Segaert. Cheltenham, UK: 
Edward Elgar Publishing. 
http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/86429/1/Sigle_Demography%20needs%20theories_2018.pdf. 

Cohen, Philip N. 2021. The Family: Diversity, Inequality, and Social Change (3e). New 
York: W. W. Norton & Company. Chapter 1, “A Sociology of the Family.” 
https://umd.instructure.com/files/60849123/  

February 10 

Demographic transition 

Thornton, Arland. 2001. “The Developmental Paradigm, Reading History Sideways, and 
Family Change.” Demography 38 (4): 449–65. https://doi.org/10.2307/3088311. 
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Bongaarts, John. 2009. “Human Population Growth and the Demographic Transition.” 
Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society B-Biological Sciences 364(1532):2985–
90. 10.1098/rstb.2009.0137. 

Pande, Rohini Prabha, Sophie Namy, and Anju Malhotra. 2020. “The Demographic 
Transition and Women’s Economic Participation in Tamil Nadu, India: A Historical Case 
Study.” Feminist Economics 26(1):179–207. https://umd.instructure.com/files/60782517/  

February 17 

Second demographic transition 

Sassler, Sharon, and Daniel T. Lichter. 2020. “Cohabitation and Marriage: Complexity 
and Diversity in Union-Formation Patterns.” Journal of Marriage and Family 82(1):35–
61. https://doi.org/10.1111/jomf.12617.  

Cohen, Philip N. 2011. “Homogamy Unmodified.” Journal of Family Theory & Review 3 
(1): 47–51. 

Schneider, Daniel, Kristen Harknett, and Matthew Stimpson. 2018. “What Explains the 
Decline in First Marriage in the United States? Evidence from the Panel Study of Income 
Dynamics, 1969 to 2013.” Journal of Marriage and Family 80(4):791–811. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/jomf.12481. 

Zaidi, Batool, and S. Philip Morgan. 2017. “The Second Demographic Transition Theory: 
A Review and Appraisal.” Annual Review of Sociology 43(1):473–92. 
https://10.1146/annurev-soc-060116-053442.  

February 24 

U.S. History 

Ruggles. Steven. 2015. "Patriarchy, Power, and Pay: The Transformation of American 
Families, 1800-2015." Demography 52: 1797-1823. (His lecture version at PAA.) 

Bloome, Deirdre, and Christopher Muller. 2015. “Tenancy and African American 
Marriage in the Postbellum South.” Demography 52 (5): 1409–30. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s13524-015-0414-1. 

Cherlin, Andrew J. 2020. “Degrees of Change: An Assessment of the 
Deinstitutionalization of Marriage Thesis.” Journal of Marriage and Family 82(1):62–80. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/jomf.12605.  

Cohen, Philip N. 2021. The Family: Diversity, Inequality, and Social Change (3e). New 
York: W. W. Norton & Company. Chapter 2, “History.” 
https://umd.instructure.com/files/60849123/  

March 3 [FIRST PAPER DUE] 

U.S. Today 
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Guzzo, Karen Benjamin, and Sarah R. Hayford. 2020. “Pathways to Parenthood in Social 
and Family Contexts: Decade in Review, 2020.” Journal of Marriage and Family 
82(1):117–44. https://doi.org/10.1111/jomf.12618.  

Goldscheider, Frances, Eva Bernhardt, and Trude Lappegard. 2015. “The Gender 
Revolution: A Framework for Understanding Changing Family and Demographic 
Behavior.” Population and Development Review 41 (2): 207–+. doi:10.1111/j.1728-
4457.2015.00045.x. 

Smock, Pamela J., and Christine R. Schwartz. 2020. “The Demography of Families: A 
Review of Patterns and Change.” Journal of Marriage and Family 82(1):9–34. doi: 
10.1111/jomf.12612. https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdfdirect/10.1111/jomf.12612.  

March 10 

Pandemic fertility 

Currie, Janet, and Hannes Schwandt. 2014. “Short- and Long-Term Effects of 
Unemployment on Fertility.” Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 111 (41): 
14734–39. doi:10.1073/pnas.1408975111. 

Luppi, Francesca, Bruno Arpino, and Alessandro Rosina. 2020. “The Impact of COVID-
19 on Fertility Plans in Italy, Germany, France, Spain, and the United Kingdom.” 
Demographic Research 43(47):1399–1412. doi: 10.4054/DemRes.2020.43.47. 

Wilde, Joshua, Wei Chen, and Sophie Lohmann. 2020. COVID-19 and the Future of US 
Fertility: What Can We Learn from Google? Working Paper. 13776. IZA Discussion 
Papers. https://www.econstor.eu/handle/10419/227303  

Wagner, Sander, Felix C. Tropf, Nicolo Cavalli, and Melinda C. Mills. 2020. 
“Pandemics, Public Health Interventions and Fertility: Evidence from the 1918 
Influenza.” https://osf.io/preprints/socarxiv/f3hv8/  

March 17 

Spring Break 

March 24 

COVID-19 and race/ethnic inequality 

Sweeney, Megan M., and R. Kelly Raley. 2014. “Race, Ethnicity, and the Changing 
Context of Childbearing in the United States.” Annual Review of Sociology 40:539–58. 

Hardy, Bradley L., and Trevon D. Logan. 2020. “Racial Economic Inequality amid the 
COVID-19 Crisis.” The Hamilton Project, Essay 17:2020. 
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/EA_HardyLogan_LO_8.12.pdf 

Vargas, Edward D., and Gabriel R. Sanchez. 2020. “COVID-19 Is Having a Devastating 
Impact on the Economic Well-Being of Latino Families.” Journal of Economics, Race, 
and Policy 3(4):262–69. 10.1007/s41996-020-00071-0. 
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Snowden, Lonnie R., and Genevieve Graaf. 2021. “COVID-19, Social Determinants Past, 
Present, and Future, and African Americans’ Health.” Journal of Racial and Ethnic 
Health Disparities 8(1):12–20. 10.1007/s40615-020-00923-3. 

Reinhart, Eric, and Daniel L. Chen. 2020. “Incarceration and Its Disseminations: 
COVID-19 Pandemic Lessons From Chicago’s Cook County Jail.” Health Affairs 
39(8):1412–18. 10.1377/hlthaff.2020.00652. 

March 31 

China and fertility policy 

Bongaarts, John, and Christophe Z. Guilmoto. 2015. “How Many More Missing Women? 
Excess Female Mortality and Prenatal Sex Selection, 1970–2050.” Population and 
Development Review 41 (2): 241–69. doi:10.1111/j.1728-4457.2015.00046.x. 

Wang Feng, Baochang Gu, and Yong Cai. 2016. “The End of China’s One-Child Policy.” 
Studies in Family Planning 47 (1): 83–86. doi:10.1111/j.1728-4465.2016.00052.x. 

Shen, Ke, Feng Wang, and Yong Cai. 2020. “Government Policy and Global Fertility Change: A 
Reappraisal.” Asian Population Studies 16(2):145–66. 
https://umd.instructure.com/files/60812839/ 

Wang, Feng. 2017. “Is Rapid Fertility Decline Possible? Lessons from Asia and 
Emerging Countries.” Pp. 435–51 in Africa’s population: In search of a demographic 
dividend. Springer. https://umd.instructure.com/files/60848754/  

April 7 [SECOND PAPER DUE] 

Divorce 

Kennedy, Sheela, and Steven Ruggles. 2014. “Breaking Up Is Hard to Count: The Rise of 
Divorce in the United States, 1980–2010.” Demography 51 (2): 587–98. 

Cohen, Philip N. 2019. “The Coming Divorce Decline.” Socius 5:2378023119873497. 
10.1177/2378023119873497. 

Raley, R. Kelly, and Megan M. Sweeney. 2020. “Divorce, Repartnering, and 
Stepfamilies: A Decade in Review.” Journal of Marriage and Family 82(1):81–99. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/jomf.12651.  

April 14 

Policy, race, and nonmarital births 

England, Paula. 2016. “Sometimes the Social Becomes Personal: Gender, Class, and 
Sexualities.” American Sociological Review 81 (1): 4–28. 

Cohen, Philip N. 2015. “Maternal Age and Infant Mortality for White, Black, and 
Mexican Mothers in the United States.” Sociological Science 3 (January): 32–38. 

Geronimus, Arline T. 2003. “Damned If You Do: Culture, Identity, Privilege, and 
Teenage Childbearing in the United States.” Social Science & Medicine 57 (5): 881–93. 
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Cohen, Philip N. 2018. Enduring Bonds: Families and Modern Inequality, Chapter: 
“Marriage promotion [Excerpts]” 24pp. [to be provided] 

Smith, Imari Z., Keisha L. Bentley-Edwards, Salimah El-Amin and William Darity, Jr. 
“Fighting at Birth: Eradicating the Black-White Infant Mortality Gap.” Samuel DuBois 
Cook Center on Social Equity and Insight Center for Community Economic 
Development. https://socialequity.duke.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Eradicating-
Black-Infant-Mortality-March-2018.pdf  

April 21 

More U.S. inequality issues 

Brady, David, Ryan M. Finnigan, and Sabine Hübgen. 2017. “Rethinking the Risks of 
Poverty: A Framework for Analyzing Prevalences and Penalties.” American Journal of 
Sociology 123 (3): 740–86. https://doi.org/10.1086/693678.  

Enns, Peter K., Youngmin Yi, Megan Comfort, Alyssa W. Goldman, Hedwig Lee, 
Christopher Muller, Sara Wakefield, Emily A. Wang, and Christopher Wildeman. 2019. 
“What Percentage of Americans Have Ever Had a Family Member Incarcerated?: 
Evidence from the Family History of Incarceration Survey (FamHIS).” Socius 
5:2378023119829332. doi: 10.1177/2378023119829332. 

Cooper, Marianne, and Allison J. Pugh. 2020. “Families Across the Income Spectrum: A 
Decade in Review.” Journal of Marriage and Family 82(1):272–99. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/jomf.12623.  

April 28 

Family structure and child wellbeing 

Regnerus, Mark. 2012. “How Different Are the Adult Children of Parents Who Have 
Same-Sex Relationships? Findings from the New Family Structures Study.” Social 
Science Research 41 (4): 752–70. doi:10.1016/j.ssresearch.2012.03.009. 

Rosenfeld, Michael J. 2015. “Revisiting the Data from the New Family Structure Study: 
Taking Family Instability into Account.” Sociological Science 2 (September): 478–501. 
doi:10.15195/v2.a23. 

Cohen, Philip N. 2018. Enduring Bonds: Families and Modern Inequality, Chapter: 
“Marriage equality in social science and the courts.” 19pp. [to be provided] 

Perkins, Kristin L. 2019. “Changes in Household Composition and Children’s 
Educational Attainment.” Demography, January. https://doi.org/10.1007/s13524-018-
0757-5. 

May 5 [THIRD PAPER DUE] 

Maternal mortality 

MacDorman, Marian F., Eugene Declercq, and Marie E. Thoma. 2017. “Trends in 
Maternal Mortality by Socio-Demographic Characteristics and Cause of Death in 27 
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States and the District of Columbia.” Obstetrics and Gynecology 129 (5): 811–18. 
https://doi.org/10.1097/AOG.0000000000001968.  

MacDorman, Marian F., Eugene Declercq, and Marie E. Thoma. 2018. “Trends in Texas 
Maternal Mortality by Maternal Age, Race/Ethnicity, and Cause of Death, 2006-2015.” 
Birth 45 (2): 169–77. https://doi.org/10.1111/birt.12330.  

McMillan Cottom, Tressie. 2019. “Why Are Pregnant Black Women Viewed as 
Incompetent?” Time. January 8, 2019. http://time.com/5494404/tressie-mcmillan-cottom-
thick-pregnancy-competent/.  

Molina, Rose L., and Lydia E. Pace. 2017. “A Renewed Focus on Maternal Health in the 
United States.” New England Journal of Medicine 377 (18): 1705–7. 
https://doi.org/10.1056/NEJMp1709473. 

For reference: World Health Organization. 2014. “Trends in maternal mortality: 1990 to 
2013. Estimates by WHO, UNICEF, UNFPA, The World Bank and the United Nations 
Population Division.” 
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/937281468338969369/pdf/879050PUB0Tren
00Box385214B00PUBLIC0.pdf.  


